
 
 

April 2, 2020 

 

The Honorable Steven Mnuchin    The Honorable Charles P. Rettig 

Secretary       Commissioner 

Department of the Treasury      Internal Revenue Service 

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW    1111 Constitution Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C. 20220     Washington, D.C. 20224 

 

Dear Secretary Mnuchin and Commissioner Rettig: 

We write today urging you to ensure that families who have welcomed children into the world at 

this difficult time can receive expedited direct payments created by recent legislation, regardless 

of their family size prior to this year. 

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act provides direct payments of 

$500, subject to the income limitations, per qualifying dependent. While the total amount of 

payments in the legislation is based on a family’s eligibility in 2020, the Department of the 

Treasury (Treasury) has been instructed to use 2019 tax return information (or 2018 tax 

information if no 2019 information is available), in order to transmit advance payments out as 

soon as possible.   

The legislation provides that, if their family grows in 2020, recipients may receive the difference 

when they file their 2020 tax returns. However, those returns will not be filed until 2021, and 

will not benefit affected families at their moment of greatest need. 

Families who are having children this year are facing not only increased expenses to care for 

their newborns, but also added personal and economic stress as they navigate new health risks 

and potential losses of income. Some of these parents are taking unpaid leave under the Family 

and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA), and others may be experiencing furloughs or loss of 

employment that further strain their finances. 

These parents are disproportionately affected by the COVID-19 outbreak but will receive less 

than they are entitled to in their time of greatest need. 

To help these families at such a critical time in their children’s lives, we ask that Treasury and 

the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) create a process for new parents to inform the IRS of children 

born in 2020 and ensure that they receive any additional direct payments for which they are 

eligible as soon as possible. 

The birth of a child should be a time of joy for families. We should do everything we can to 

ensure they are treated fairly and can access these payments as they face increasing health and 

economic challenges. 



Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jimmy Panetta       Brian Fitzpatrick 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Thomas R. Suozzi      Donald S. Beyer, Jr. 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Murphy      Ron Kind 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Brian Higgins       Adam Smith 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

John B. Larson      Earl Blumenauer 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

James P. McGovern      Grace F. Napolitano 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Suzan K. DelBene      Linda T. Sanchez 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 



 

 

 

 

Harley Rouda       Mike Levin 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Gwen Moore       Jim Costa 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Brendan F. Boyle      Daniel T. Kildee 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Joe Courtney       Judy Chu 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Rosa L. DeLauro      Nydia M. Velázquez 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Ilhan Omar       Dwight Evans 

Member of Congress      Members of Congress 
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